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Northern Hedgerow Heritage Guild (NHHG) 

​  

The NHHG is a small group of local enthusiasts who meet regularly to improve their 

skills in laying hedges, in the North East of England and the Scottish Borders. The Guild 

has a structured programme allowing members to gain sufficient knowledge and 

experience to reach the National Hedge Laying Society (NHLS) Bronze Award standard  

(i.e a competent hedge layer). Members also assist with, and take part in local hedge 

laying competitions. The NHLS’s mission statement is “Preserving the past, 

protecting the future”. 

“Hedgerows are a defining feature of the British countryside, forming a 

distinctive patchwork landscape recognised around the world. Beyond 

their aesthetic appeal, hedgerows offer substantial environmental 

benefits. They capture carbon, serve as wildlife corridors, and are rich 

in biodiversity, supporting a wide variety of plant and animal species. 

However, without careful management, hedgerows can deteriorate, 

develop gaps, and, like all living organisms, eventually decline. To 

maintain their health and longevity, they require attentive care and 

formal management.” (- NHLS website) 

There are different regional styles of laying hedges suited to local demands and 

conditions. The Guild usually practises the popular South of England style, as well as 

the rarer (but more economical) Northumbrian style.  

The NHHG is an unincorporated association with a Constitution. It is a subsidiary part 

of  the North East Hedge Laying Society, affiliated to the National Hedge Laying Society. 

Currently, there is no charge for membership, but we do expect members to take an 

active part in our activities. Hedgelaying is a strenuous activity involving sharp tools, so 

it is not for everyone. However, practising a demanding conservation job encourages 

comradeship and has many rewards, whether or not you wish to become professional. 

On some sites near public roads we also need lookouts, which may suit less able-bodied 

members. Do not hesitate to ask if you have any concerns or questions.  

 

There are four categories of Membership: 

*Novice = Up to 25 hours of hedgelaying experience -  Instructed on tools and safety on 

site - works supervised 

*Intermediate = Up to 55 hours’ experience - works unsupervised (but on site)  

*Improver = Up to 100 hours’ experience - can supervise and create risk assessments, 

has administrative experience. 

*Guild Advisor = 100+ hours - experienced hedge layer - may hold LANTRA or other 

recognised qualifications. Some of our advisors are “Contractor Members” of the NHLS. 

 

To join us, please contact Lancelot Robson (L.Robson22@gmail.com) or call 

07973 769197, for more details. 
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Hedgelaying Practice Days   

17th January 2026;  21st February 2026;  21st March 2026 

 

Venue: Nisbet Rhodes, Duns, Berwickshire, TD11 3HT 

 

Time: 9.30 - 16.00 

 

Cost: Free for members of NHLS, APTGW, or NCFed (on proof of membership). Others 

£5.00 per day. (NB for safety reasons numbers are restricted to ensure satisfactory 

supervision. Intending participants can join a waiting list in case of “drop-outs”). 

 

Suitable for:  Trainees who have completed an Introduction to Hedge Laying Course. 

An informal opportunity to cut 8 yards of hedge with supervision from experienced 

hedgelayers. (Participants to be 18+. Participants 16+ with  18+ Responsible Adult can 

be a working pair).  

 

Styles taught: South of England; Northumbrian 

 

Other Benefits: Opportunity to join our structured programme to practise for NHLS 

Bronze Award 
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Contact: L.Robson22@gmail.com for details and booking. 
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